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Kappa Delta Pi, founded by Dr. William Bagley in 1911 at the University of Illinois, was established to
foster excellence in education and promote fellowship among those dedicated to teaching. Pioneering from
its beginning by initiating women as well as men, Kappa Delta Pi grew from a local chapter to the international

organization it is today, comprising 572 chapters and more than 45,000 members.

Individually and collectively, Society members recognize and honor achievement, strive to a high degree
of professional fellowship, leadership, and growth in the field of education, and serve their students and
educational community.

The Society elects to membership only those individuals who have exhibited the ideals of scholarship,
integrity in service, and commitment to excellence in teaching and its allied professions. We are proud to
invite into membership the top 20 percent of those entering the education field, students seeking advanced

degrees, as well as outstanding practicing teachers, professors, retired educators, and school administrators.

Once inducted into Kappa Delta Pi, members have access to various products and services that benefit
them personally and professionally. Each and every day, this honor society provides the knowledge,
encouragement, and recognition that people in the field of education need to succeed. It offers professional
development conferences, publishes informative, noteworthy articles and books, recognizes academic
achievement and excellence in teaching, and promotes honor through community involvement,
volunteerism, and service learning projects. The Kappa Delta Pi Educational Foundation annually awards
more than $100,000 in scholarships and grants—all to support those who have accepted the responsibility

to teach and nurture tomorrow’s leaders.

Kappa Delta Pi represents a community of exceptional individuals committed to excellence in the most
important profession of all, teaching! Educators join this community through a collegiate or professional
chapter or as a member-at-large to connect with other dedicated educators. This organization collaborates
and partners with other leaders in the field of education to further the profession, its practitioners, and it

beneficiaries.
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